
Last week’s meeting

   District Gov. Susan Haralson 
   issues 3 challenges for club  
Springfield Sunrise Club member Susan Haralson spoke to the club last week 
on her official visit as governor of District 6080. After a pre-meeting with the 
Board of Directors, Susan issued three challenges in her remarks after lunch:
1. Perform 365 acts of 

kindness.
2. Do something 

special to observe 
World Polio Day 
on Oct. 24.

3. Use social media 
to help increase 
club membership.

In business before her 
talk, Jon Kling won the 
Secret Greeter dollar. 
John Coffey’s daughter 
Audrey was a guest, 
along with Asst. 
District Gov. Kay 
Caskey, who 
introduced the guest 
speaker. Gabe Sweitzer 
asked for more 
participation in the 
Aug. 23 golf tournament vs. Kiwanis. We have only two teams; they have five. 
Lori Watson and Lynn Laffoon contributed to the Happy emoji, which 
benefits Polio Plus
President Chris announced by the following members of the nominating 
committee: Lynn Laffoon (chair), John Foster, Emery Styron, Gabe Sweitzer 
and Jill Filer.
Gov. Haralson is co-owner of Premier Home Health Care, which has an office 
in Harrisonville. A School of the Ozarks graduate, she formerly worked as a 
radio/TV reporter in Springfield. She joined Rotary just nine years ago. In her 
remarks, she noted that all four Rotary districts in Missouri have female 
governors this year — a first. Women were first admitted into Rotary in 1987.
Susan talked extensively about The Rotary Foundation and the polio 
eradication effort that has been the foundation’s main focus for many years. 
She highlighted events from the recent RI Conference in Toronto where 
Laura Bush and Justin Trudeau were keynote speakers.

Today’s program 

Judy Bowman’s guest 
today is Brian Hedges, 
pastor of Heartland 
Baptist Fellowship, 
who will speak about 
the church’s ministry in 
Nepal. 

Future programs 
August 29 - Fifth Wednesday - catered 
lunch at School Administration Building.  
Jill Filer’s guest will be Superintendent 
of Schools Paul Mensching. 
September 5 - Monthly business 
meeting and classification talk by Brent 
Probasco. 
September 12 - Casco Area Workshop 
annual picnic at North Park Activity 
Center. No regular meeting. 
September 19 - Brittney Sexton. 
September 26 - Keith Mills. 
October 3 - Monthly business meeting 
and classification talk by Lori Watson. 

Birthdays 
August 31 - Judy Bowman 
September 12 - Lynn Laffoon 
September 30 - Carol Looney 

Board of Directors 
President Chris Deal .................................
President-elect TBD ..................................
Secretary Lori Watson ...............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge .............................
Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Shelton ............
Past President Bing Schimmelpfenning ......
Directors Cindy Greenwell and ...............

Larry Pfautsch 

Contact info. 
Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 
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By Shelly Yang
The Kansas City Star
Carl Chinnery, his four brothers and 
his father all contracted polio within 
three days of each other in 1942.
When he was growing up, his mother 
and father hardly said a word about it. 
He knew very little about it; he had no 
first-hand memories of being sick.
In 1999, Chinnery asked his mother 
for some recollections of their struggle 
for a presentation he was to give to his 
local Rotary Club.
“She said, ‘Ah, no. I couldn’t.’” he said. 
“Two weeks later I came back and she 
said, ‘Honey, this is the best I could 
do.’”
The letter she wrote begins “This is 
very hard for me, but you asked me 
and just maybe it will help someone 
else.”
Carl’s brother Bill was the first to 
come down with “poliomyelitis,” she 
wrote. Next was brother George.
“George couldn’t swallow his 
medication, it came back through his 
nose,” she wrote. “I called the doctor 
again, and he came right over (Dad was 
on the road). ... Dr. Eldridge took 
George and me to Old General 
Hospital — No other hospital in 
Kansas City would accept us.”

She writes of not being allowed to go 
in to the hospital with George, then 
calling the boys’ father, who drove all 
night to get to the hospital around 4 
a.m. He wasn’t allowed in to see their 
boy, either. He came home to be with 
his wife and family. Around 7 a.m., the 
phone rang.
“The hospital called us and said 
George was dying ... to come 
immediately ... which we did,” she 

wrote. “When we 
arrived, George was 
already gone ... he 
was tied to the bed 
feet at each corner 
of the bed, hands 
over his head and 
fastened at each 
corner...stripped 
naked. We stayed in 

his room as long as they would let us.”
Today, Carl Chinnery is an attorney in 
Lee’s Summit. For the most part, he 
recovered from polio, though his chest 
didn’t quite fill out, his back is 
“screwed up” and one leg is about an 
inch and a half shorter than the other. 
His other brothers also survived.
He estimates he’s given more than 250 
presentations about polio and Rotary 
Club’s efforts to eliminate the virus 
around the globe.That he became 
involved in Rotary, which has become 

synonymous with polio-eradication 
efforts, was more accident than intent.
“It just happened,” he said. “I joined 
Rotary in 1977, a long time before. You 
wonder if things happen for the right 
reasons.”
In 2012, Chinnery traveled to India on a 
mission with Rotary to vaccinate 
children there. His group set up in a 
village, then went house to house, 
vaccinating as many children as they 
could find. Going through the villages 
and giving the drops to kids 5 years and 
younger, it was the proverbial eye-
opener.
“You know once you’ve given it to them 
you know they’re not going to be 
paralyzed or die from polio,” he said. “It 
was heartwarming.”Mother’s letter shows how polio 

killed son ‘tied to the bed’ Calendar
August 23 
Rotary vs. Kiwanis annual golf 
tournament, Twin Pines Country Club. 
Contact Gabe Sweitzer for details.

September 3 
Labor Day - Rotary Flag Program 
distribution.

September 10 
Monthly board meeting - 4 p.m., 
Chamber office.

September 12 
Annual Casco Area Workshop picnic. 
Lunch served by Rotary Club at North 
Park Activity Center. No regular 
meeting.

September 28-30 
District Conference, Downstream 
Casino Resort, Quapaw, Oklahoma 
(near Joplin).

October 5-6 
Burnt District Festival - Rotary booth.

October 24 
World Polio Day.

Lee’s Summit 
Rotarian and polio 
survivor Carl 
Chinnery related 
his family’s 
experience in an 
Aug. 19 Kansas City 
Star feature story.
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