
The first HHS Students of the Month to receive Rotary lanyards are Mara Davis and Caelen Johnson, 
who were guests at last week’s meeting. Mara is the daughter of Tod and Janelle Davis. She plans to 
attend the University of St. Mary  to study physical therapy and play softball and possibly soccer. 
Caelen is the son of Charlie and Colleen Johnson. He plans to attend Missouri University of Science & 
Technology in Rolla to major in ceramic engineering.

Club chooses Girls 
State delegate 

The New 
Generations 
Committee last week 
selected HHS junior 
Madison Jones as 
our delegate to 
Missouri Girls State. 
She has been a 
member of Key Club 
all three years of high 

school.  She has also been involved with 
robotics (serving as PR captain), SADD, 
FFA (serving as Greenhand 
Parliamentarian) and Science Club.  
This year she is a Peer Helper, a 
Freshman Mentor, and a Student 
Council representative. Madison also 
volunteers part-time for a hospice 
program.

Nancy Shelton fills 
sergeant-at-arms 
officer vacancy 
After the recent resignation of Phillip 
Gebauer, who is moving on to a position 
at Avila College, the club was without a 
sergeant-at-arms, but for a very brief 
time. Thanks to Nancy Shelton, who 
volunteered last week to complete Phil’s 
term.

Carol Looney to head 
Greater KC Day 

Keith Mills, who usually coordinates our 
participation in Greater Kansas City 
Day, a fundraiser for the Rotary Youth 
Camp at Lake Jacomo and other 
charities, will be busy elsewhere this 
year as Family Center Farm & Home 
prepares to open a new store in Ozark, 
Mo.
The call for another Rotarian to fill his 
shoes went out last week, and Carol 
Looney responded. Look for a Sign Up 
Genius email to register for this event 
on Thursday, March 29, the Royals’ 
home opener against the White Sox.

Today’s program 

Kevin Shelton’s 
guest today is Bill 
Kirkemo, 
chairperson for 
Harrisonville 
Bright Futures.  
Bill is senior 
pastor of the 
Harrisonville 
Church of the 
Nazarene. 

Future programs 
February 28 - Brent Probasco 
March 7 - Business meeting 
March 14 - Aaron Rains 
March 21 - Nancy Shelton 
March 28 - Bill Mills 

Birthdays 
March 12 - Kevin Shelton 
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Last week’s meeting

   County prosecutor fields 
   questions on recent cases 
Cass County Prosecuting Attorney Ben Butler began his program last week 
with a thank-you to county voters for approving last April’s tax increase for 
law enforcement. The county-wide, 1/4 -percent sales tax increase passed by a 
20-percent margin with 60.2 percent 
voting in favor.

Butler, who was elected in 2014, 
called the tax increase “a game 
changer,” providing an estimated $3 
million more a year for the Sheriff ’s 
Department and the Prosecutor’s 
office. The office includes 13 
attorneys, 8 clerks and 4 victim 
advocates. It files around 550 
felonies and 2,500 misdemeanors a 
year from investigations referred by 
all law enforcement agencies in the 
county.

Butler spent most of his 
presentation responding to 
questions, in particular the high-
profile murder case against Kylr 
Yust, charged with the deaths of 
Jessica Runions and Kara Kopetsky.  Other questions dealt with plea 
bargaining, the office’s success rate, and the most common cases the office 
prosecutes. Butler said Cass County has a real problem with domestic 
violence, but the highest percentage of cases involve drug possession and 
theft/property crimes. About half of the cases the office prosecutes come 
through the county’s Public Defender office.

In announcements before the program:

• Jimmy Gibson, Farmers Insurance, attended his third meeting as a 
prospective member and plans to submit his application shortly.

• Laurence Smith announced that the Family/Membership Committee is 
planning a membership drive in April.

• Jill Filer and Dan Erholtz introduced Students of the Month Mara Davis 
and Caelen Johnson (see photo on back page).

• Chris Deal announced that the Fundraising Committee will meet again 
after the Feb. 21 meeting.

Donate used 
eyeglasses by Feb. 28 

In late January, District Gov. Mel 
Platt asked club presidents to launch 
a campaign to collect used eyeglasses 
and cases for the working poor in 
developing countries. The Feb. 28 
deadline is now at hand.
Dr. Scott Ream, an optometrist and a 
Rotarian in the Thayer/Mammoth 
Spring Rotary Club with a practice in 
West Plains, has made more than 50 
trips to 21 countries to perform eye 
examinations, dispense medicine to 
treat vision problems, and issue used 
eyeglasses to those whose sight is 
limiting their ability to do work and 
support their families.
If you can help, bring eyeglasses and 
cases to next week’s meeting and 
President Bing will pass them along 
to Assistant Gov. Kay Caskey.  You 
will be giving better vision at no cost 
to people in need.

Rotary license 
plates available 
Did you know that you can buy 
Rotary license plates for your car for 
only $15 more than the $15 charge for 
regular license plates? Having Rotary 
plates on your car is a great way to 
raise awareness about Rotary. The 
plates contain the Rotary wheel on 
the left and the words “Service Above 
Self ” at the bottom.
The plates have space for six 
characters or five letters or numbers 
plus one space, dash, or apostrophe. 
Learn more by going to 
www.Rotary6080.org and look for 
Rotary License Plates. For more 
information and to order plates, click 
on the Missouri Department of 
Revenue website for specialty license 
plates at https://sa.dor.mo.gov/mv/
plates4u/available.
Applications for Rotary plates should 
be submitted before May 1.
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