
January board meeting minutes 
The board’s monthly meeting was held Jan. 8 at the Chamber of Commerce office. 
In attendance: Bing Schimmelpfenning, Phil Gebauer, Lori Watson, Cindy 
Greenwell and Larry Pfautsch.
December meeting minutes were reviewed and approved. The treasurer's report 
was reviewed with some discussion.Request will be made to Jesica to see if it 
would be possible to report our 2 major fundraisers, the flag program and Burnt 
District Festival uniquely and separately from the budget so the members can see 
the expenses vs income of each project.  The treasurer’s report was approved as 
presented.  
Old business included discussing whether the Harrisonville Rotary Club wanted 
apply for an international grant since a potential international project has been 
identified and Bing is trained in this area.Discussion ended with agreeing it would 

be appropriate to have a formal grant 
request presented to the fundraising 
committee for analysis and to make a final 
proposal to the board to consider
Other old business included discussion 
around supporting any member of the 
Harrisonville Club that may be asked to 
serve in a district leadership position by 
adding a line item to future budgets.  The 
board supported the concept of 
reimbursing members for travel and other 
out-of-pocket expenses.
The board recognizes there is still a great 
need to prepare for the upcoming flag 
program calendar year when it comes to 
new flags, new brackets, and budget 
request.  The board requested that the 
Fundraising Committee research the 
preparation required and propose a 
solution that the board can consider at the 
next board meeting.
Lastly, the board approved the purchase of 
18-20 Rotary lanyards to present to HHS 
Students of the Month along with a 
possible certificate honoring them.  The 
lanyards have the Rotary logo and cost 
$4.95 each.  
New business included discussion about 
the 2018-19 board and officers, which  

President-elect Chris Deal will be put 
together.  Lori Watson has agreed to stay on as Secretary.  Anyone interested in 
serving on the board should contact Chris.
The New Generations Committee had three applications for the Rotary Youth 
Leadership Academy (RYLA) and selected Rosalee Chartier for the honor.
The board approved a request to use the Rotary Train for the Children’s Mercy 
Hospital birthday party on March 10 from 2-4 p.m. at the Community Center.  
The board also approved the purchase of 10 additional new-member packets.
The next meeting will be at 4 p.m. at the Harrisonville Chamber of Commerce 
office. All members are welcome to attend; committee chairs and new members 

Today’s program 
Today is our monthly business 
meeting, including a report on the 
January board meeting.  

Future programs 
January 17 - Carol Looney’s guest will 
be a speaker from Cass Regional 
Medical Center. 
January 24 - Doug Meyer will share 
photos and stories from a recent 
hiking adventure. 
January 31 - Susan Lockard’s guests 
will be DECA students from Cass 
Career Center and their advisor, Amy 
Schroeder. 
February 7 - Business meeting 
February 14 - Bill Mills 
February 21 - Larry Pfautsch 
February 28 - Brent Probasco 

Birthdays 
January 24 - John Coffey 

Board of Directors 
President Bing Schimmelpfenning ........
President-elect Chris Deal ......................
Secretary Lori Watson .............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge ...........................
Sergeant-at-Arms Phil Gebauer ............
Past President Shauna Stephenson .......
Directors Cindy Greenwell and .............

Larry Pfautsch  

Contact info. 
Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 

Newsletter contact: Larry Pfautsch 
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Last week’s meeting
   County focuses on workforce readiness 
   to help spur economic development  
For Cass County, the No. 1 issue in attracting new jobs is workforce development 
and readiness, Bill Brown told the club last week. Bill is executive director of the 
Cass County Corporation for Economic Development and chair of the county’s 

Certified Work 
Ready Community 
Steering Committee, 
which is 
spearheading a 
worker certification 
initiative in 
cooperation with the 
state of Missouri and 
local employers.
“For years we told 
people to go to 
college,” Bill said, 
“but much of the 
demand today is for 
blue collar workers 
and tradespeople.”
The National Career 
Readiness Certificate 
is a way to 

“credentialize” workers in much the same way that a college degree or diploma 
does. Participants in the program must pass a test, just as those wanting to apply 
to college or the military do. Employers know that those who pass the Work Keys 
test possess a set of skills that make them job-ready. “It’s like a Good 
Housekeeping Seal of Approval,” Bill said, encompassing both hard and soft skills 
such as communication, preparing and dressing appropriately for interviews, etc. 
The program offers certification at four levels — bronze, silver, gold and platinum.
The county applied for the program in November 2016 and kicked it off the 
following January.  Bill said 40 employers currently participate, and the goal is 99. 
“We are working with school districts, cities and private-sector businesses like 
Commerce Bank and Church & Dwight,” he said. Testing is offered locally 
through West Central Missouri Community Action Agency in Belton and the Full 
Employment Council in south Kansas City. The Cass County Public Library has a 
lab that the program hopes to use for program participants.
Dan Erholtz noted during the program that the Harrisonville School District 
wants to be involved in the program and is talking about offering “the right test 
for the right person” — meaning the school would like to include in its budget 
money not just for ACT testing but also military and Work Keys testing. The cost 
would be $41 per test.

CCEDC Director Bill Brown 

Congratulations to Isabella Marshall, 
recipient of the December Service Above Self 
Award at Harrisonville Elementary School, 
presented by Dan Erholtz.

Announcements from 
last week’s meeting 

Several club members contributed 
to our happy and crappy emojis last 
week. Contributions go to 
PolioPlus.

• John Foster was happy that the 
faced historical murals on the 
Square are being repainted. He 
asked Rotarians to help with the 
$300 per mural cost through the 
Cass County Historical Society.

• Glenn Aversman was happy for 
two reasons. Daughter Erica’s 
husband Ron will be moving from 
the Atlanta Braves to the Kansas 
City Royals, and son Blake and 
his wife are expecting in July.

• Nancy Lawson was happy that 
she got to watch via webcam her 
daughter’s ship docking in the 
Antarctic.

• Chris Stibbs was happy that 
Hope Haven’s outreach program 
to help homeless people has 
started.

• Bing Schimmelpfenning was 
happy that when his car broke 
down, the tow truck driver 
happened by be a fellow Rotarian 
from the Butler club.

In other announcements, Larry 
Pfautsch received the Secret 
Greeter buck. President Bing called 
attention to the club’s 2017 
accomplishments published in the 
newsletter.
Chris Deal gave on updated on the 
park project to replace pea gravel 
with mulch and add handicap 
accessible playground equipment. 
Chris said we will schedule a photo 
in the near future.

Bing to head district 
committee in 2018-19
Bing said the incoming district 
governor, Susan Harrelson, has 
indicated that our club will receive a 
$1,000 district grant. She has 
appointed Bing to chair of the 
District Community Service 
Committee for 2018-19.
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