
Today’s program 

Keith Mills’ guest today is Chris 
Kurzweil, who will speak about the 
rebuilding project following a fire at his 
family’s business, Kurzweils’ Country 
Meats. 

Future programs 
March 8 - Monthly business meeting 
March 15 - Bing Schimmelpfenning 
March 22 - Doug Meyer 
March 29 - Fifth Wednesday 

Birthdays 
March 2 - Larry Ritter 
March 12 - Kevin Shelton 

Officers 

President Shauna Stephenson ..............
Pres.-Elect Bing Schimmelpfenning ......
Secretary Jill Filer ....................................
Treasurer Jesica Junge ...........................
Directors Cindy Greenwell, ....................
Larry Pfautsch, Bing Schimmelpfenning 
and Chris Deal   
Sgt.-at-Arms Lynn Laffoon ......................
Past President Jesica Junge ..................

Contact info. 

Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496, Harrisonville, MO 64701 
 
Newsletter contact: Larry Pfautsch 
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ROTARY EXPRESS
Last week’s meeting

      IntelliFarms CEO relates story of 
      company’s growth and innovation  
Secret Greeter recipient — Laurence Smith
Guests — David Hayes, project manager for Senior Living Village; Paul Porter, 
pastor of Harrisonville First Christian Church and former Rotarian; and Carrie 
Lawrence, whose father-in-law owns the recently opened M.R. Doors in the 
former Pride Cleaners building at 1009 W. Wall St.
Announcements 

• John Foster announced potential membership interest from Advanced 
Drainage Systems manager Larry White and Sapp Brothers truck stop 
manager David Ferguson.

• Jill Filer introduced HHS Student of the Month Elijah Hart, son of Michael 
and Sharon (Davenport) Hart. Unable to attend was Student of the Month 
Aubrey Valentich, daughter of Steve and Connie Valentich and Jennifer 
Valentich.

• Dan Erholtz announced that the Memorial Stadium field has reopened after 
installation of new artificial turf.

Program 
Jack Combs introduced Todd Sears, president and CEO of IntelliFarms LLC, a 
growing ag technology business based in Archie. The business is listed on Inc. 

magazine’s list of the 5,000 fastest 
growing companies. It employs 125 
people, including 46 locally, 19 of 
whom are engineers.
The company’s goal, Todd said, is 
to bring profit and value 
back to the 
farm. “The 
one that owns 
the dirt should 
have the 
power,” 
he said.
IntelliFarms has its 
roots in Neco Seeds, where Todd 
worked as sales manager and for a 
short time owned the business. He 
formed IntelliFarms in 2001 and in 

2008 brought the company’s first product to market.  Today the company offers 
21 products, many of which are aimed at helping farmers plant the right seed in 
the right conditions. In today’s global and highlight specialized economy, “it’s 
not just about yield,” Todd said, “it’s about quality.” (Continued on back)

www.harrisonvillerotary.comwww.harrisonvillerotary.com

Elijah Hart, who plans to enlist in the Navy’s nuclear power 
program after graduation, and Aubrey Valentich, who hopes to 
become an orthopedic surgeon, were recognized at last week’s 
meeting as HHS Students of the Month for February.  Elijah is 
the son of Michael and Sharon (Davenport) Hart. Aubrey is the 
daughter of Steve and Connie Valentich and Jennifer Valentich.

IntelliFarms CEO Todd Sears 

(Continued from front page) 
In a nutshell, the company designs, manufactures and 
sells technology products, both hardware and software, 
that a farmer can use to inform decisions from seed to 
market. The firm also helps educate farmers about the 
science and best practices of grain storage 
management and the possibilities of technology in 
today’s farm operation.
To set the stage for his talk, Todd cited a few ag-
related statistics, including the fact that 80% of our 
water in the U.S. is used for fracking. He said Texas 
could be out of water for agriculture in five years. 
California is largely out of water already. Nebraska’s 
underground aquifer is depleting. Missouri, on the 
other hand, is blessed with water, largely due to the 
major rivers that run through the state.
In terms of the world population needing to be fed, he 
said, “We add a Chicago or L.A. to our planet every 
week.”  By 2050, he added, we will have to produce 
more food in one year than we have produced in all of 
prior human history.
The marketing paradigm has certainly changed, Todd 
said. “It’s not just delivering grain only to local markets 
anymore. We can sell grain right off the farm 
worldwide.” 

At our Feb. 15 meeting, Rotarians learned about the Commemorative Air 
Force, formerly known as the Confederate Air Force. The Texas-based 
organization is dedicated to preserving and showing historical aircraft at air 
shows throughout the U.S. and Canada. The Heart of America Wing is 
located in Olathe at New Century Airport, formerly the Olathe Naval Air 
Station, the primary training facility for naval pilots during World War II.
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