
Last week’s meeting

   Je! Weber traces his career 

   path to Cass County sheri!   
Law enforcement was not his initial career choice, but for Rotarian Jeff Weber it 
wasn’t that unusual, given that his father was a career Navy man and his brother 
works with the Border Patrol. His dad was stationed at the former Richards-Gebaur 
Air Force Base, so Jeff attended Belton High School, graduating in 1984. He had no 
clear idea where to go from there.
In his classification talk last week, Jeff said, “I thought I’d be a photographer.” It 
didn’t take long though for him to figure out that this was not a good fit for him.  He 

started to look at becoming a lawyer, 
but then he got a construction job 
building roads.
It was his brother who suggested Jeff 
look at law enforcement, so he began 
working on a degree, first at 
Longview Community College and 
then the University of Missouri-
Kansas City.
He applied to the Cass County 
Sheriff ’s Department and began 
working there in April 1991. Thus 
began a nearly 30-year career in 
which Jeff worked virtually every job 
in the department. When Sheriff 
John Diehl retired, Jeff decided to 
run for the top job. He was elected in 
2016 and began his service as sheriff 
in January 2017.

He heads a department with a $10 million annual operating budget. He briefly 
described each of the divisions, including patrol, investigation, dispatch, court 
security, civic process, and of course the operation of the 136-bed Cass County Jail. 
The buildout of the top floor of the Cass County Justice Center has added 
courtrooms, and that in turn has increased the department’s work load
Jeff is married to Jauna Weber, a former elementary principal. They have two sons. 
He enjoys sharing all kinds of outdoor activities with his boys, especially fishing and 
hunting.  The Webers were one of the host families for our Rotary Youth Exchange 
student from Thailand two years ago.
In business and announcements before the program:
• Abigail Coffey was a guest of her dad, John Coffey.
• Jason Winter won the Secret Greeter buck.
• Carol Looney contributed to the Happy emoji, noting that Keith Mills had agreed 

to again be in charge of our Greater Kansas City Day newspaper sales on Royals 
opening day this Thursday, March 28.  She distributed a sign-up sheet for members 
to volunteer.

Today’s program 

Laurence Smith will 
give today’s program 
on the Lawrence Smith 
Memorial Airport, 
which opened in 1984 
and is marking its 35th 
anniversary this year. 

Future programs 

April 3 - Monthly business meeting and 
classification talk by Jesica Junge 
April 10 - Shauna Stephenson 
April 17 - Sam Styron 
April 24 - Gabe Sweitzer’s speaker will 
be Sara Steinmetz, children’s specialist 
at the Cass County Public Library. 
May 1 - Lori Watson 
May 8 - Dan Erholtz classification talk 

Birthdays 

April 3 - John Kling 
April 6 - Anne Hickman 
April 9 - Dan Erholtz 
April 15 - Judy Franklin 
April 19 - Sam Styron 

Board of Directors 

President Chris Deal .................................
President-nominee Nancy Shelton .........
Secretary Lori Watson ...............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge .............................
Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Shelton ............
Past President Bing Schimmelpfenning ......
Directors Cindy Greenwell and ...............

Larry Pfautsch 
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Calendar
March 28 
Greater Kansas City 
Day and Royals home 
opener.

March 29-30 
Show Me Rotary - District 6080 
PETS/SETS Conference, Capitol 
Plaza Hotel, Jefferson City.

April 1 
Monthly board meeting, 4 p.m., 
Chamber office.

April 17 
Rotary Student Government Day, 
Jefferson City.

April 25 
Club outing to Top Golf driving range. 
More details to come.

May 6 
Monthly board meeting, 4 p.m., 
Chamber office.

May 7 
Trap Shoot 
fundraiser, 5-8 
p.m., Polecat 
Creek.

May11 
Zero K 
fundraiser with 
Belton-Raymore 
Rotary Club, 7-9 
a.m., Center-
view in 
Raymore. See 
flyer inside this 
newsletter for 

participation and sponsorship details.

June 12 
Annual installation and awards dinner 
at Lynn Laffoon’s home.

Committees report on upcoming activities 

The club heard several committee reports at last week’s meeting, including a 
rundown of upcoming activities.

Fundraising
• Carol Looney reported that we need sponsors and shooters for the second annual 

Rotary Trap Shoot on May 7 at Polecat Creek Shotgun Park. The flyer and 
registration form can be downloaded at harrisonvillerotary.com/resources.

• Another May fundraiser is the Zero K event on May 11 in Raymore. Bing 
Schimmelpfenning said sponsors and participants are also needed for this event. 
For participants, the $40 fee can be added to your quarterly invoice.  This 
registration form is also available for download at harrisonvillerotary.com/
resources.

Flags
• Gabe Sweitzer said the club will be installing 14 flag holders at Orient Cemetery.  

A work day will be scheduled.  John Foster distributed a sketch of the holders and 
poles. This is a project funded by a Rotary grant.  Rotary will not put up or take 
down the flags on holidays; that will be handled by cemetery staff.

• Gabe and Bing also reported on the Rotary grant to fund benches on the proposed 
walking trail behind Cass Regional Medical Center.  Due to timing of the grant, 
the focus of the project has shifted from benches to just pouring the pads. The 
grant will have to be modified to reflect this change.

Membership
• Laurence Smith encouraged members to talk to business people in the community 

and invite them to Rotary.  We are hovering at 40 members and need to share 
Rotary with more people. Laurence said Michael Dijak, the owner of Stonegate 
Crematorium and a former Rotarian in Iowa, may be close to joining.

Social
• Jesica Junge said more details will be forthcoming about a planned social outing to 

Top Golf in Overland Park, tentatively scheduled for April 25.

Youth Services (New Generations)
• Lynn Laffoon said the Juvenile Court is looking for community members to serve 

on a committee for a new program that will provide bicycles to foster children.  
She said Judge Stacey Lett is reaching out to police departments in the county 
with the idea they could donate bicycles from the inventory of seized property. 
Contact Lynn if you’re interested in serving on this committee.

• Jill Filer said three students, including her son Evan, have been chosen to attend 
Rotary Student Government Day April 17 in Jefferson City.

• Jill also reported that the Rotary scholarship applications are out and available for 
students to complete. The recipients from Harrisonville High School and Cass 
Career Center will receive their awards in May.

• Jill is putting together a list of students to whom club members can send notes of 
encouragement during Missouri Assessment Program testing in April.

• As part of our Classroom Partnership with McEowen 5th graders, we are working 
on a Mini Career Day where Rotarians can speak about the skills they use in their 
jobs.  The date will be announced soon.

• Our Classroom Partner is interested in students attending one of our club 
meetings in May, the date to be determined.

• Jesica Junge distributed flyers for Boots & Pearls, a fundraiser for the Just4Me 
food program.
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