
Rotarians lead 
sessions at Student 
Professional Day
Rotarians (top to bottom) 
Brittney Sexton, Jesica Junge 
and Lynn Laffoon recently 
provided several sessions at the 
high school’s first annual 
Student Professional 
Development Day.

Today’s program 

Bing’s guest today is 
Micheal Van De 
Carr, whose 
presentation is 
titled “The Psychology 
& Magic of Capturing 
Attention: How To Turn 
Chaos Into a 
Captivated Audience.”  

Future programs 
May 29 - Fifth Wednesday - pizza lunch 
with our McEowen Elementary 
Classroom Partner at noon at the 
Community Center. 
June 5 - Jeff Kleinsasser classification 
June 12 - lnstallation and Awards 
Dinner, 6 p.m. at Lynn Laffoon’s home - 
NO REGULAR MEETING 
June 19 - Jill Filer 
June 26 - Jeanette Flanner 

Birthdays 
May 22 - Mark Muller 
June 23 - Bill Mills 
June 30 - Laurence Smith 
June 30 - Nancy Shelton 

Board of Directors 
President Chris Deal .................................
President-elect Nancy Shelton ................
Secretary Lori Watson ...............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge .............................
Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Shelton ............
Past President Bing Schimmelpfenning ......
Directors Cindy Greenwell and ...............

Larry Pfautsch 

Contact info. 
Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 
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Calendar
May 27 
Memorial Day — Flag distribution.

June 3 
Board meeting, 4 p.m., Best Burrito.

June 4 
Trap Shoot, 5-8 
p.m., Polecat 
Creek.

June 8 
Just 4 Me Summer Food Delivery, 
8:30 a.m.

June 12 
Annual installation and awards dinner 
at Lynn Laffoon’s home, 6 p.m. 
Register on Sign Up Genius.

June 14 
Flag Day - Rotary flag distribution.

June 27-July 1 
The Moving Wall — Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial replica on display on the 
grounds of Mill-Walk Mall.

Last week’s meeting

   Supt. Mensching highlights 
   school changes, improvements 
In his first year as Harrisonville’s superintendent of schools, Paul 
Mensching said the district is engaged in a long list of change and 
improvements, informed in part by a series of listening sessions he 
has conducted over the past school year. He spoke to the club last 
week as the guest of Chuck Weedman. Four Rotarians currently 
serve on the seven-member Board of Education — Brittney 
Sexton, Doug Meyer, Nancy Shelton and Bing Schimmelpfenning.
The district is making organizations and configuration changes at 
most of the schools:
• The Early Childhood Center will now focus on 4-year-olds to 

improve kindergarten readiness and will no longer serve 3-year-olds except through 
the Parents as Teachers program.

• McEowen Elementary will move toward departmentalization, with students rotating 
to different teachers for core classes.

• The Middle School is transitioning back to a junior high model with schedules 
similar to those at the high school.

• The High School is going to a modified block system with four classes per day on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays and 7 to 8 class periods the remainder of the week.

Supt. Mensching said the last day of school this year is May 31, a delay caused by a year 
of bad weather. This will also shorten summer school to three weeks starting June 10. 
Other highlights covered in his talk:
• The district is very proud of the accomplishments of recent graduates, including a 

Naval Academy appointment (Briana Chiodini) and a Kauffman Foundation KC 
Scholar (Ayllip Kheau).

• With enrollment continuing to decline (the district has lost 170 students in recent 
years), the district will be adjusting the size of its staff through attrition, which will 
allow for a salary increase for remaining staff.

• The district is looking at a food service management company as it reviews various 
contracted services. Starting July 1, ABCO will replace Aramark for custodial 
services.

• Safety continues to be a big focus, with a new identity verification system now in 
operation at classroom buildings.

• Student performance and test scores also a big focus area involving curriculum 
alignment and piloting a new K-5 programs in writing, reading and math.

• The district is also focused on facilities needs, including aging HVAC system, an 
aging Career Center building, as well as asphalt and playground maintenance. At the 
Career Center, a new burn tower for firefighter training, funded by a grant, will be 
installed during the upcoming school year.

In business before the program, Brent Probasco won the Secret Greeter buck. Bing 
Schimmelpfenning thanked those who supported or participated in the Zero K 
fundraiser. David Killpack was inducted into the club (see photo on back page).

Welcome to Rotary
David Killpack was inducted last week as 
our newest corporate member by his 
sponsor and club president Chris Deal. Dave 
is assistant director of the Harrisonville 
Parks & Recreation Dept.
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