
Last week’s meeting
   County commissioner updates club 
Ten months since taking office as Cass County’s presiding commissioner, Bob Huston 
says the county is making headway in retiring some of the debt inherited from 
previous administrations — notably for a broadband project that was axed, requiring 
the county repay federal money. The county expects to make the final $1 million 
payment next year.  After several years of litigation, the county is also having to repay 
nearly $1 million in utility tax revenue to Lee’s Summit because of a miscalculation by 
the state Department of Revenue.
The county also has $40 million in road bond indebtedness. Next April, voters will be 

asked to extend the road tax for 10 years, 
which will free up money other much-needed 
projects. Once some of these debts are 
satisfied, Bob said the county will be in good 
financial shape. “We have plenty of money…
we just need to get out of debt,” he said. He 
noted that the commission is currently 
working on next year’s budget. The current 
budget is $73 million.
A former Rotarian, Bob served 11 years as 
Cass County auditor before his successful run 
for presiding commissioner. One sign that 
things are getting better, Bob said, is that “we 
haven’t had any new lawsuits in the past 10 
months.”
Describing the County Commission’s 
primary responsibilities, Bob said it largely 
boils down to two things — roads and 
protection (public safety).  On those two 
subjects, Bob described a series of planned 
road projects, some involving cost sharing 
with other cities and the state. The county 

has now completed the buildout of the third floor of the Cass County Justice Center 
for additional courtrooms and offices. Next will be a buildout at the county jail in the 
Justice Center, funded by a recent voter-approved law enforcement tax. Other needs at 
the Justice Center include roof leaks, a bad parking lot and aging HVAC units that 
need replacement. Such maintenance was deferred in recent years because the county 
needed all available resources toward debt payments.
Covering a wide swath of topics, Bob also shared the following:
The courthouse roof on the Square wound up costing $750,000.
For the first time in four years, county employees will received a cost of living increase 
next year at a cost of $400,000.
The Road & Bridge Department maintains 1,300 miles of road with only 32 employees, 
about half of what some other similar-sized counties employ. About 700 miles of gravel 
and 600 are chip and seal. Recently, the county has allowed several road to return to 
gravel in areas where few residents live.

(Continued on back page) 

Today’s program 

Cindy Greenwell’s 
guest is Paul Chapa, 
chairman of chairman 
of Friends in Service of 
Heroes, whose mission 
is to engage and 
encourage everyday 
Americans to honor 
those service men and 

women who have sacrificed to 
guarantee America’s freedom. 

Future programs 
October 30 - Fifth Wednesday - Tour of 
Advanced Drainage Systems,19701 E. 
267th St., Harrisonville. 
November 6 - Chuck Weedman 
classification talk 
November 13 - Carol Looney 
November 20 - Doug Meyer 
November 27 - Larry Pfautsch 

Birthdays 
November 12 Susan Lockard ..................
November 16 John Foster .......................

Officers & Directors 
President Nancy Shelton ..........................
President-elect Vacant ..............................
Secretary Lori Watson ...............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge .............................
Sergeant-at-Arms Lynn Laffoon ...............
Past President Chris Deal .........................
Directors Jimmy Gibson, Jeff Klein-........
sasser, Cindy Greenwell, Larry Pfautsch 
District Governor Paul Reinert .................
Asst. District Governor Kay Caskey .........

Contact info. 
Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 

Newsletter contact: Larry Pfautsch 
Website: harrisonvillerotary.com 

Rotary Club of  Harrisonville, Missouri   | October 23, 2019   |   Service above self. One profits most who serves best.

ROTARY EXPRESS

www.harrisonvillerotary.com

Calendar
October 27 
Trunk or Treat on the Square, 3-5 
p.m.

October 30 
Fifth Wednesday - The club will tour 
Advanced Drainage Systems, 19701 
E. 267th St.

November 5 
Monthly board meeting, 4 p.m., 
School Administration Building.

November 11 
Veterans Day - Rotary flag 
distribution.

November 12 
Classroom Partner Monthly Visit, 2:20 
to 3 p.m., McEowen Elementary.

Rotary to mark 
World Polio Day 
When Rotary and its partners launched 
the Global Polio Eradication Initiative 
more than three decades ago, polio 
paralyzed 1,000 children every day. 
We’ve made great progress against the 
disease since then. Polio cases have 
dropped by 99.9 percent, from 350,000 
cases in 1988 in 125 countries to 33 cases 
of wild poliovirus in 2018 in just two 
countries: Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
And we remain committed to the end. 
With polio nearly eradicated, Rotary 
and its partners must sustain this 
progress and continue to reach every 
child with the polio vaccine. Without 
full funding and political commitment, 
this paralyzing disease could return to 
polio-free countries, putting children 
everywhere at risk.
Rotary has committed to raising US$50 
million each year to support global polio 
eradication efforts. The Bill & Melinda 
Gates Foundation has pledged to match 
that 2-to-1, for a total yearly 
contribution of $150 million.  
Rotary has contributed more than $1.9 
billion to ending polio since 1985.

Rotary is a global network of 1.2 million 
neighbors, friends, leaders, and 
problem-solvers who unite and take 
action to create lasting change in 
communities around the globe. For 
more than 110 years, Rotary’s people of 
action have used their passion, energy, 
and intelligence to improve lives 

through service. From promoting 
literacy and peace to providing clean 
water and improving health care, 
Rotary members are always working to 
better the world. Visit endpolio.org to 
learn more about Rotary and the fight 
to eradicate polio. 

(Continued from front page) 
The county Health Department has had some personnel issues, which caused Bob to 
become the health inspector temporarily.
All in all, Bob said county officials are trying to return good management and sound 
fiscal practices. “This is the best group of officials I have ever worked with,” Bob 
said.
In announcements before the 
program:

• Sam Styron contributed to the 
Happy emoji in recognition of his 
won’s recent performance at 
Missouri S&T University, where 
he kicked three field goals and 
two extra points in a single game.

• Jill Filer asked members to 
complete the online school 
survey and to bring candy for 
Trunk or Treat. She also called 
attention to two Classroom 
Partner sign-ups, one for reading 
with students and the other for 
monthly classroom visits.

• President Nancy reminded 
members that we will not meet at 
the Community Center on the 
Fifth Wednesday, Oct. 30. 
Instead we will have a box lunch and tour of Advanced Drainage Systems.

• Nancy also also members to review and comment on the revised policy on 
corporate memberships, published in last week’s newsletter.

Announcements from last week’s meeting

Guests last week were October HHS Students of the Month 
Brodie Rogers, son of Phil and Jennifer Rogers, and Jessi 
Buerge, daughter of Kevin and Diane Buerge.
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