
Last week’s meeting

   Supt. Mensching talks about 
   school priorities and concerns  
Harrisonville’s new superintendent, Paul Mensching, gave a broad overview of his 
personal background and some of the priorities for the school district during his talk 
last week at the School Administration Building.
One of the questions he is focused on is, “How strong are our schools?” He cited the 
annual performance report (APR), a snapshot used by the state that looks at not just 
test scores but also attendance, graduation rates and career readiness.
“We want to make sure our academic standing is where we want it to be,” he said. The 
most recent APR from 2016-17 gave Harrisonville just over 87 % of possible points. 
“Our goal is to be above 90%,” he said. One area of concern for our district and many 
others is attendance, which factors into the school foundation formula for state aid. 
The next report is due in October.
Supt. Mensching said he is excited to be in Harrisonville and to start rebuilding 
relationships between the school and the community it serves. “We are listening…let 
us hear from you,” he said. Mensching thanked the Rotary Club for its service “to the 
community and our kids.” He recognized the three Rotarians in the audience who 
serve on the school board - Nancy Shelton, Bing Schimmelpfenning and Doug Meyer.
Mensching highlighted some of the major maintenance projects under way — roof 
repairs at the high school to stop leaks and a new gym floor at McEowen Elementary 
that was damaged by flooding. Longer-term, he said the school board is discussing 
other facilities needs such as establishing a replacement cycle for HVAC equipment, 
stadium turf and asphalt. Responding to a question by John Foster, Mensching 
acknowledged the need for a new Cass Career Center building, erected in 1974, but 
indicated that it would have to be a long-range project involving community support. 
Mensching also gave a status report on technology in response to a question from 
Cindy Greenwell.
(Continued on back page)

Today’s program 

Today is our monthly business meeting 
plus a classification talk by Brent 
Probasco, CFO of Cass Regional Medical 
Center. 

Future programs 
September 12 - Casco Area Workshop 
annual picnic at North Park Activity 
Center. No regular meeting. 
September 19 - Brittney Sexton. 
September 26 - Keith Mills. 
October 3 - Monthly business meeting 
and classification talk by Lori Watson. 
October 10 - Jeff Weber 
October 17 - Glenn Aversman 
October 24 - Judy Franklin 
October 31 - Fifth Wednesday, TBD 

Birthdays 
September 12 - Lynn Laffoon 
September 30 - Carol Looney 

Board of Directors 
President Chris Deal .................................
President-elect TBD ..................................
Secretary Lori Watson ...............................
Treasurer Jesica Junge .............................
Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Shelton ............
Past President Bing Schimmelpfenning ......
Directors Cindy Greenwell and ...............

Larry Pfautsch 

Contact info. 
Rotary Club of Harrisonville #2368 
P.O. Box 496 
Harrisonville, MO 64701 

Newsletter contact: Larry Pfautsch 
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Calendar
September 10 
Monthly board meeting - 4 p.m., 
Chamber office.

September 11 
Patriot Day - Rotary Flag Program 
distribution.

September 12 
Annual Casco Area Workshop picnic. 
Lunch served by Rotary Club at North 
Park Activity Center. No regular 
meeting.

September 28-30 
District Conference, Downstream 
Casino Resort, Quapaw, Oklahoma 
(near Joplin).

October 1 
Monthly board meeting, 4 p.m. 
Chamber office.

October 5-6 
Burnt District Festival - Rotary booth.

October 24 
World Polio Day.

Poor showing for 
Rotary at golf game 

The Rotary vs. Kiwanis Skins Golf 
Tournament on Aug. 23 had just one 
Rotarian participate, while Kiwanis 
had eight participants, reports Gabe 
Sweitzer, who helps organize the 
annual fund-raiser.
Rotary won one skin vs. eight skins for 
Kiwanis. Nine holes were played before 
the event was rained out.
$160 went to Rotary for Polio Plus, and 
$860 went to Kiwanis for the 
Eliminate program, which seeks to 
eliminate neonatal and post-maternal 
tetanus all over the world.

Next Wednesday is the annual Casco Area Workshop picnic. Rotarians will grill hot dogs and serve lunch at 
the North Park Activity Center. If you can help serve, plan to be there around 11:15 a.m.  Jason Winter has 
volunteered to grill the dogs again this year. Food will once again be provided compliments of Hy-Vee.

Judy Bowman was among the Rotarians who 
distributed flags on Labor Day.  The next flag day is 
Tuesday, Sept. 11, Patriot Day.

(Continued from front page)
Supt. Menching talked about his family 
and his previous educational 
experience. He and wife have four 
children, Abby, Bryce, Kyle and 
Jackson. He said the family is in the 
process of moving to Harrisonville 
from Gower, Mo., where he was 
superintendent the past 10 years. 
Originally from Arizona, he has been in 
Missouri for 28 years.
He attended Westminster College in 
Fulton, then taught in Mexico and 
Monroe City, serving as principal of 
Mark Twain High School before 
becoming superintended at East 
Buchanan High School in Gower.
In business before the program:
• Becky Campbell, principal at the 

Early Childhood Center, was a guest.
• Brent Probasco won the Secret 

Greeter buck.
• Bing Schimmelpfenning reported 

that Jeff Kleinsasser had undergone 
heart stint surgery.

• Cindy Greenwell reported that Judy 
Frankly was doing well after 
outpatient knee surgery.

• President Chris Deal reported that 
we had enough help for Labor Day 
and Patriot Day flag distribution.

• The club discussed plans for the 
Casco Area Workshop picnic on 
Sept. 12 at North Park.  Jason 
Winter agreed to grill the hot dogs. 
Given the oversupply of food in 
recent years, he suggested the club 
get a head count from the workshop 
before ordering food from Hy-Vee.

Announcements from last week’s meeting
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